The invention claimed is: 

1. A system for providing vehicle context information for onboard vehicle devices, said 
system comprising: 

a monitor for monitoring a plurality of onboard vehicle devices and receiving context 
information; 

an identifier for identifying context information related to each of the plurality of 
monitored onboard vehicle devices; 

a data storage device having memory for storing vehicle context information for the 
plurality of onboard vehicle devices; and 

an application programming interface for communicating the data storage device with 
a requesting device onboard the vehicle, wherein the application programming interface 
downloads the vehicle context information to the requesting device. 

2. The system as defined in claim 1, wherein the vehicle context information comprises 
address pointers that indicate the source of the vehicle context information. 

3. The system as defined in claim 1, wherein the data storage device comprises a look-up 
table. 

4. The system as defined in claim 1, wherein the application programming interface 
comprises an agent for downloading the vehicle context information to the requesting device. 

5. The system as defined in claim 1, wherein the vehicle context information comprises 
status and function information of the plurality of monitored onboard vehicle devices. 

6. The system as defined in claim 1, wherein the monitor receives the vehicle context 
information from a vehicle onboard diagnostic device and a personal device. 

7. The system as defined in claim 1, wherein the interface comprises a wireless 
interface. 

8. The system as defined in claim 1, wherein the requesting device communicates with a 
service. 
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9. The system as defined in claim 8, wherein the service is off-board the vehicle. 

10. The system as defined in claim 1 , wherein the requesting device comprises a portable 
requesting device. 

11. The system as defined in claim 1, wherein the vehicle context information comprises 
vehicle centric information. 

12. A method of providing vehicle context information for use with onboard vehicle 
devices, said method comprising the steps of: 

sensing the presence of each of a plurality of onboard vehicle devices; 

identifying status and function of each of the plurality of onboard vehicle devices; 

storing in memory the status and information available from each of the plurality of 
onboard vehicle devices; 

communicating with an onboard requesting vehicle device; and 

downloading at least some of the stored vehicle context information to the requesting 
vehicle device. 

13. The method as defined in claim 12, wherein the step of storing the vehicle context 
information comprises storing in memory address pointers indicative of the source of the 
vehicle context information. 

14. The method as defined in claim 12, wherein the step of identifying vehicle context 
information comprises identifying status and function of each of the plurality of monitored 
onboard vehicle device. 

15. The method as defined in claim 12, wherein the requesting device further 
communicates with a service. 

16. The method as defined in claim 15, wherein the service is off-board the vehicle. 
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17. The method as defined in claim 12, wherein the step of monitoring a plurality of 
onboard vehicle devices comprises monitoring vehicle control devices and user portable 
devices. 

18. The method as defined in claim 12 further comprising the step of determining how to 
access the vehicle context information from one or more sources. 

19. The method as defined in claim 12, wherein the step of communicating with the 
onboard vehicle requesting device comprises wireless communication. 
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